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Israel’s plan to oust Bedouins from their 

traditional lands 
 

The Israeli writers were focusing on the eviction of over 1000 Palestinian 

Bedouins near the Hebron Hills, which is in the eastern part of the Negev 

desert. The Israeli military is proposing to establish an artillery practice 

area on Palestinian lands. It says removing the Bedouins will be “for their 

safety.”  

 

But many more evictions, over 40,000 according to Bedouin organizations, 

will take place inside Israel, in the western part of the Negev desert. Israel 

has been trying to force those Bedouins (who are citizens of Israel) off their 

lands and into concentrated areas for many years.  

 

Israel claims that it is too expensive to provide services including water, 

sewage and education to Bedouins scattered across the desert.  It argues 

that by concentrating them in less than 5% of their historic lands, it can 

provide better services. This is perhaps true, but it obscures the fact that 

Israel is making very concerted efforts to “Judaize” the Negev. In fact, it 

offers significant subsidies to attract Jews to the Negev, even for tiny 

outposts of only a few isolated families and individual farms.  

 

The Bedouins have been putting up stout resistance. Some historic Bedouin 

villages, (deemed “illegal villages” by Israel) have been destroyed dozens of 

times, only to be rebuilt by the determined local residents. Bedouins have 

also organized many demonstrations in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and elsewhere. 

Their cause has been taken up by the Arab political parties in the Knesset 

as well as various human rights organizations both inside and outside 

Israel. 

 

Why is Israel doing this? 

 

Why does Israel want the Bedouins out of the Negev? Why “Judaize” the Negev? The 

Negev is mostly desert - the driest, least productive and least densely populated area 

of Israel. Why is Israel pursuing this heartless policy? So why does Israel care? 

 

Four main strategic reasons underlie Israel’s determination to get the Bedouins out of 

the Negev, and bring more Israeli Jews in.

 

1. The Negev represents a strategic military weakness for Israel. It has a 

significant border with Gaza, and very long borders with Egypt and Jordan. The 

people who live in the Negev are Palestinian Arabs. Israel fears that its Arab 

The Negev makes up 
the southern half of 
Israel. Until 1948 its 
only inhabitants were 
Bedouin Palestinians. 
Today Israel is trying to 
force them to relocate 
into 7 towns which 
make up only 5% of the 
original area, while at 
the same time 
recruiting Israeli Jews 
to settle in the area... 
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population might join with Gazans or even support Jordan or Egypt in the case 

of a conflict. 

 

2. The Negev also represents a 

strategic asset to Israel. The 

reason the borders of Israel 

stretch down to a narrow point 

at the south is to separate 

Egypt and Jordan (i.e they have 

no common land border) and 

also to give Israel access to the 

Red Sea. Israel has an important 

naval base there, which 

includes both destroyers and 

submarines which can patrol 

the whole area. 

 

3. The Negev is also an important 

military staging area for Israel. 

Its nuclear facility is located in 

the Negev at Dimona, as is its 

biggest airforce base. 

 

4. Finally, the Negev has economic 

potential.  Recent exploration 

has apparently found potential 

oil and gas reserves which could 

be very important. Israel does 

not want Bedouin land claims to 

complicate its development of 

any such resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In 2011, when I visited the village of al 

Araqib, Sheikh Sayah al Turi told me 

how his village had been destroyed 

more than 30 times by Israeli military 

bulldozers. Each time he haw been 

beaten up and he and his family are 

arrested. A number of Western 

ambassadors, including those of the 

UK and Switzerland, have visited Al 

Araqib to draw attention to the issue.  

So far, however, the Canadian 

ambassador has not been to see the 

site despite the fact that the JNF, 

partially funded by Canadian money, 

is part of the process to drive the 

Bedouins out.

For all these reasons, Israel is determined to get the Bedouins off their traditional 

land. The Israeli Knesset is currently debating a new law (The Prawer Plan) which will 

force the relocation of over 40,000 Bedouins, many of whom have lived on these lands 

since before the creation of the State of Israel itself. 

 

More information, including comments from some of the Canadian writers who 

signed the letter, is available at: 

 http://rabble.ca/news/2013/07/canadian-writers-take-stand-against-israels-

evictions-palestinians-and-bedouin 


